Honeycomb Preemie Hat & Booties

yarn:
approx ½ ounce sports weight/DK yarn
(gauge:4" = 22 st/30 r using 4.25mm (us 6) needles)

abbreviations:
k: knit
k2tog: knit 2 stitches together (a right-leaning decrease)
p: purl
p2tog: purl 2 stitches together (a decrease)
psso: pass slipped stitch over
sl1: slip one stitch knitwise with yarn in back
yo: yarn over

hat:

yarn used in photo: Berhat Baby Softee

materials:
needles:
small preemie: 3.25 mm (us 3) and 3.75 mm (us 5)
large preemie: 3.75 mm (us 5) and 4.25 mm (us 6)
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Using smaller needles: cast on 58 stitches
rows 1 - 9:
k1, p1 ribbing

change to larger needles
row 10:
k29, inc 1, knit across (59 st)
work across in honeycomb stitch until 23 total rows are
completed from beginning (end w/row 2 of pattern)
row 24: p29, inc 1, purl across (60 st)
decreases:
row 25: sl 1, k1, psso, k8 (6 times)
row 26: p7, sl 1, p1, psso (6 times)
row 27: sl 1, k1, psso, k6 (6 times)
row 28: p5, sl 1, p1, psso (6 times)
row 29: sl 1, k1, psso, k4 (6 times)
row 30: p3, sl 1, p1, psso (6 times)

finishing:
bind off loosely
fold hat in half and weave top and open side.
Weave in end from cast on stitches and clip.Cast off loosely.
Weave in ends.

using larger needles, cast on 35
knit across
work 7 rows in honeycomb stitch
decreases:
p15, p2 tog, p1, p2 tog, p15
k 14, k2 tog, k1, k2 tog, k14
p13, p2 tog, p1, p2 tog, p13
k12, k2 tog, k1, k2 tog, k12
p11, p2 tog, p1, p2 tog, p11
k10, k2 tog, k1, k2 tog, k10
ribbed cuff and finishing:
change to smaller needles
k1, p1 across each row for 8 rows. (double the rows for a
fold down cuff).
bind off loosely.
fold in half and weave closed back/sole of bootie.

honeycomb stitch:
must be worked on an odd number of stitches
rows 2 and all even rows: k1, *s1, k1. repeat from * to end
rows 3 and all odd rows: k1 across

This is a pattern for charity -- neither it, nor items made from it, are to be sold!
You may provide a direct link to this pattern, but may not copy it to your web site. Photocopies may be made and shared as long as the copyright notice and disclaimer are visible.
If you choose to make these for yourself or family, please also consider making a pair for charity! Not sure where to donate them ... check the charity links page at www.p2designs.com

photograph © 2002 Patti Pierce Stone, all rights reserved

(a 2-needle pattern - booties based on a pattern by Michelle Howard)

